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to succeod, be your own psycho-cnalyst., Ask yourself what do I 1ike

doing, then keep on doing vhat you 1lika" (The Commercial and Finaneial

Chronicle, April 12, 1956),

(no can readlly understand vhy Spinoza i1g one of Haton's favour-
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In the face of excommmnication and the eretical nature of his ideas,
there 1s a clese affinity of attitude es ie indiseted by the quota~

& quality of informslity, & belief in the uni ty of man and the unive
erse, aklin to the view held by E inptein., Iaton'g own slogan, "lo
regrets, no feard’y is & reflsction of a fundamental attibude towards

11fe, le could not have overcoms ma jor defests and an axcess of

fd

calumny over the coursse of mearly L0 vears had not this slogan been
genuinely operational,

4 further examination of Mp, Naton'y philosophy reveals its
unique gualisy. It fen't just a simple extension of fockefellertis

philanthropy, code of hard work ané business theology., 1t ign't just
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the incorporation of the Amsrican liberal tradisd on, cemented during

noozevelt reginme, boocpuse
: e
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buginess -
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corteinly isn't soclalistie or commmnistic bacause s Daton belisves
pessionately 1n the capitallstic systeam; moweover, he is strongly
oprosed to govermment irterventlon into businssc affeirs, O(ne fact

smerges - Uyrus laton is a reallst, & materilalist and, mre-eminently,

& rationalist, All the other factors of Influence are thars ~ the
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writings, sspecially three of hls speseches that have deeply alfeclted
my conclusions on life and on man's place In soclety and the unlv-
arse., They are his larvard address on ‘“olence and Immoritality®,

his Yale adlress on [A Way of Life", and his Fdinburgh address on
Miuants Redsmption of Man", Like me, you may be led by a reference

of Oslov's to turn te John Tyndall's Belfast Address, on his ine-

guguration as of the Dritish Zesoclation for the Advence-

ment of selence, 1 4 and roe-read the Tyndall Address, and

rogerd it as one stnbencnds that has ever been made on
the sclentific intellect., Tyndall, In tuwrn, may send you in search

of lange's History of 'lgtorislism, s monumental philosophical work

4 B Ve Tar s 8 ey S
thet has mede & lasting Impression oD Mo.
?34 -

from Geler, Tyndall and lenge, 1 gained a desirs to make & more
detalled study of ‘llppoerates, the Father of Medleins, from whom your
soelesy bakes its neme; his meeber, Demogritus; ! impedocles, ancther
great pupil of Uemoeritus; and Tpleurus and Lusretius, two of his
later followers.

iy ﬂ'ﬁwy

it

Ay,
A

susand years ago, these philosophers set them-
solves the couragoous and difficult task of fresing mankind from the
myths and 1llueione which eve 80 suey to accept and 80 dirficult to
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- and the purest morality, matched skill in

sclsnce with secl In suporstitions that hold disease s
the product of domons and see the cure in supernatural intervention,
"nyv pure reasorn, and without facilitles for cbservation and

sxporiment, Domocritus and “mpedocles came close to elucidating the
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erizin and structurs of matier, whoso secreis ocur sdvenced nuclear

geientiste of the v are only now gradually nerroving

pelnt, “his same plonesring paly thousht through much
of the theory of evolution and natural selection, whieh Darwin dome
onatrated and

Muxlsy ezpounded in the modern sclentific manner barely

g sontury age. Huxley's surpasasi
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philosophar, ean be credited with
acceomplishing more than the work of anyone glee in the Fnglishe-spesking
world to destroy the buttresses of superstition and to establish the

importence of the scientifie viewpolint.

;{:A&t the mind of mankind cen stand atill is demonstrated by the

il

long ages thet passed bebtwesn the postulotions of Vemooribus and Eme
pedocles and thelr wmodern sclsntific proofs. The fralilty of the
hwman mind, the weakness of tlw body and the slug ishness of the
spirit all too often combine to persuade maen o sccept superficilal
arplonotions of 1ife and to follow the course that ealls for the

s intellect and crergles, OJupsrstition atill persists,

gven in thie e of sclientific enlightommant, as wss discovered shen

a publie fipure of the prosinence of William Jennings Drymn, three

tines the nominee of his pariy for the Presideney of the United iStates,
mode himsell the sell-appointed prosscutor of the school teacher / A4
~oopes/for teachiny his slassus the theory of svelution in the 1920'8,4es
"I hope 1 have sonvinced you that I derive solid satisfacti
from reading the doctors and sclentlsts, I zlso hope that many of

you will learn to look to books ags sources of onbtertalnment and con-

selation, and not solely for Lformation and education. TPootry,
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Great Dritaln againgt the Uorma at the end of Yorld War I, as a
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Union and the jeopl ublie of China, Fowerful minds and e capbe
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lonal ecoursge are required to maks reason end COMMOD BN Do rrevail,

he dengers of this aragyom of delirium far outstrip its

.. " ; % ;
The tremendous sclentific advances of the mst twonty ysaors

e

have, for the first time In history, placed in mankind's hands the
power bto wips 1tselfl out almost 1s tantaneously and simultancously
to obliterate every cther form of 1ifs on aarth. Cgn man be prev-
ented from misusing nuclesr fission and fusion and missileos? After
the lorious triumphs of sclence and msdle Ine, i2 the human race

to destroy 1tsslf by the hydrogen bomb §®

gy & .
SO

g

re we have & pancrame of the =abarialist-renlist philosophiecal

s

fradition,

4, Tustace llaydon of the University of Chicago, & lsading cont-

L

ributor o ‘he Tumsnist and an architect of the "Humemist Vanifesto® 5

dedlented his book of the ‘ods to Cyrus Fatem. The views

asoocinted with The !umenlst were to & largs degres shuared by i;fﬁi:m,}»—;

end hie writings of the 1940's clearly indicate this, In The Humanist

in 1945, ho expressed approvel of certain iritish lberals' view that
"2 new synthesis of all our knowled:e is needed to bring into proper
perspective wlith the rest of our thiinkting the dlscovurles of the last

two semeratlions in the fields of biolop 5¥s paychology, anthropology,
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chemistry and physics.” Yet “aton would not and doss not accopt
soclaliam as the answer to a more eguitsble soeial @der. "While
conceding that socialism has 4%s merits, I personally prefer private
operty in a true democracy, and further belisve G e i, under whatever
system, hard work (mental or memusl) gnd d scipline of mind and
emotion, not the aystem Iitself, lsad man to the hi phost and best of

£

o A L, o 1.
which he 1s cawnable,

a

In & eonecluding para; graph of the sume artiecle

in The Tumanist “oton sald,

fmer lom; 'the land of the free

and the home of the brave'!, our first tasgk is to girive for the
emancipated mind, Clsarly, in the United Stabes of & voday, 1t is not
prudent, partloularly for the statem nan, the edlitar and the teacher,

te qusstion the preveiling orthodony, based though 1t is on oriental

much lonjer sustain the westorn warld,
“omehow, we In /merlea muet becomo Pree emowdh to seek the truth and
brave enouch to ubter 1t,"

in an interviey with @

oy

‘s Lawrence in The Cleweland Plein Doaler,

Ootober 26, 1956, Taton's stiitude to reading wes further expounded,
"y chief intersst in boois is thels contant,” Purther in this
interview Paton revealsd his great intereut in the writings of the
naturalists, Jobm Burrouchs and Jobn Mulr, s favourlte authors are
the Groslk hilstorlan: Heredotus snd Thueydldes; the Dritish historians
Macouloy, Thmme snd Ureen; the Amerlean 'iisborilans Parkman end Freg-
cott; the poets Lommr, inatespea re, 'lltom, wrns, Shelley, eats
and Dyron; the ssseyists lamb, 4Addison, “merson and Haglitt; writers

such as lafecadio lsarn and T lutarch, Dickens, Thackeray, Conrad,

Gilbert Murray and "atthew ‘rnold; the Ausulon pnovelists Tolstoy,
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thinkin: to reoach ¢
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his own salvation, Inoy soe traditional religion as 8 continuous

;J

dolueion, promlsing everythin: but deliverin; nothing, offsring

Inaginery remodies for mortal 1lls that might roally be cured by

woell~directed alfort. DBy them, belisf iIn Jod and beliel in imwortale
ity are recogniszod se the chisf buttresses of supesrstition, which
have again and again stood In the way of the adoption of practical

measures for Improving the health, the intelligence, and the character

of mankind. Pointing to the graveyard of the zods of ths past, they

Rosert thal the spds of the hallpdomen living relizions, of vhiech

Ll % 2

Christlianity is but a @

all mrt, are all eartiborn and will perish,
“rey agroe with the late Tresident Tllot of Harvard that tho religien

of the fubure wlill

"imatever the future, it will not succesd vhare
w rollgions of tihe past and tho present have falled wnlscs 1t

a1l the Imowledse we ocan asserble abou
man and the world In which he llves, It must be a synthosis of the

bast thinking, not of the theologlans and tie philosophers alone, but

of the scholars from other flelds, of artists and writerg,and of

das 5 e i Sl - o, AT o md & s o 7 s
those whose main concorn rractleal alfairs of Lthe world, The

sclentist, Tor 1iesvance, may somedsy be abls to throw new light on

od and immortality, If there it a divine force

A%

the guections of

ohioousness, may not Lhe astronomer or the physicist

T g0, W TR X e B e 5 o F o B & 3 o
D6 Oy best hope of finding it out? 1f is 1life after death,
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In 1946, Cvyrus Taten protested an affort by Clare Nooth Iace bo
rerpetuate the fallacy thet unbelief io synonymous with commmism,

In a letter to The Yew York verald “ribune, Hovamber 2, 1946, ne

&)

A ecareful canvass persuades me that 755 of fmerican acholars,

4 g fr B ey £ > el s L e, o B -
@o not believe, with “rg, ILuycs, that 1life
» 3 #
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pro . 1 = ik Sk | e Ton T8y oo T e W Wona s IF - . e He R o B e
Ci & personal heavenly sther. Thelr convietion is that we ghould

e e 0y ot # £,
strive for thoe ab undant 1ife

and now, without veference to the
supsrnatural or to the hypomthetieal hersaltaer, Yet, not for & moment
do most of them hold that Comsuniam 1s an }illmzil or even a doslrable

form of society.... Ure, fuace 48 at sreat padne to point out that

mombers of the Communist Tarty are athelsts., From thie 18 doss not
follow, however, that o1l Commmista have always been athelsts, nor

that all athelsts are always Commumnists,,,,"

When Life “lagazine did a serilss on world religlons, Taton wrote

lotier to the corrgspondsnes colim in whileh he sald: "There is

7 That the people of the nited states need more than an

sducation in world reli-Zons and an ananecipation from the guperstiition

and ijnorance that prevall awmon: us cons: srning man's place in the

& 28
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in 1075,
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Langets i & mommontal and prophetic work in shich there
ares bold and Independent soclal views 1like the politiecsl umity of
Turope, emancipation of labour the hope for a peacsful revolu-
tiom, had an Intense in ths "reality of ideals” and hi

he faet that we only lmow
et metorialiss tends to bs driven back o
aonsatlionalism, If i1t 1z to ewild this 1t must in %hs words of
fiugsell develop its own "dogmatism of an g priori motaphysic®,

A8 & trustes of the University of Chicago sinee 1930, Faton was
closs to the eritlicel role thie university plaved in the development
of the Iirst atomiec plle under Permi in 192, His interest in
Russia also oss back ‘:;o/.ma:,g iniverslty of Chicago and to Semuel N,

gon of Univ first president, who waa a »rod-
izious student of wusslan lvs,
7 This dusl interset in glopantic soclal experiment of fyssian

8, 28 he pointed
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out to us, 'The two presct events Im my lifetlime heve been the Tusglan

Levelutilon and tle mors recont elopment of atomlc energy. lloroe

war does not sccomplish anyihing,

to dostroy the Uchamedans by force, and then

learned 1t had to live in the sams world with th FPighting the
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rationally and humanly - ond this meens acting rationally in Indug-
trial affelrs, in notional affaire and irternatlionsl affalrs - than
his systom of capitaolism will prevail and flourish,

An integral extension of faton's personal philosophy is his
attitude towards labour. Omee agoin we have ihe approach of the

o donls with recl forees on

realist, of thse enlightened capitalist

LY
<

tho basis of rationel solut

vo differonces, in an article

Capitelist Looks at Labemr", Universiiy of Uhicago law [oview, Vol. I,

Mo, 3, April 1947, Eaton describes this attltude towards labouw

7he casualnecs with vwh ich ve capitelists seem willing - nay, even

@

sager - oo invite the collapse of our economie systom in almost
svery industrial dlspute for the sole purposs of thwart ing labor is
utterly incomprshensible. lLabor not only produces the spods and

congumas o large part of themp lebor clso has tho wies, in a demoo-

iZf

racy lilte ours, where the majority rules, thersiore, cepitelism canmot
survive without the support of labor,' Pyrther hw says, "To aveld
extinction, if for no loftler motiwe, we who ave capitallsts will

have to make fmmediets and radisal changos in ow attltude toward
e

labor ond our meothods of dealin: with labor, Ue will have to beg
by muszling such organizstions as the Tational Agzocietion of Harmul-

acturers and by

bed feeling on both sides Tor gvery corporation offlecer who chopre
aoterizes a union officiel ss & crook there iz a labor leader willing
o label an industriaelist a bandls,

full and urgrudeing acocoptance of

mrtneres vho do the wark, Americen
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management hae exhibited the reatest genius in mass production and
mass selling thet the world has ever sesn, bubt no aubomobils menufno-

3

turer ever thou ht of makln: denuncistion of motorists the keynote of

& sales campalgn Un the other hand, many are the scathling stato-
ments that have been issued [rom the skyscrapers of Detroit against

the United Automoblls Uorkers.

;alke 8 sideswipe at lawyers In thils sams articls.

"one of the worst sins commitited by our corporation is entrusting the

hendling of labor relations to lawyer's vhole oublook

constant ssarching sbubes and his intenaive

the artiiiclalitios of courtroom procedure. Ho far ag I
Imow, no appeal to the courts and ne smount of flyspecking of atabt-
utes for technicalitiss to prove lebor in the wrong eveyr setiled a
strike, Jabor relstions sre humen relations) they require the human,
not the legal, approach,”

He ploads for deallin; drectly with labour. "The only recourse
we ocapitalists have iz to dopl directly with laber ourselves.... e
capltalists are overlooking & sreut reserveir of talent by not ine-

viting these men ontc the boards of divectors of our corporations

and the boar of trustess of our universities ond othor public

in#tutions,” Tatom describes what he calls "The classical axample

of menagerisl feolly..,in one espesially vain end strutting corporation

i
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expected his follow Industrialists to woward his company with nore
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business, but found that they pluced thelr crders with other concorns
whose more dependable lsbor relations asswupred bettis r delivery. leed-
less to say, he failed to “eep his promlse to retire, and, althoush
business fell off, he and his follow execu wives - none an owner of
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