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Dear Mr,Eaton,

The Pugwash Continoing Committes met recently $o discuss
future Conferences, The first of thess will be a amall private wmeeting,
of the Lac Besauport typs, o deal with problems of dissrwament, 3ince
a pumber of participants are coming %o Europe this summer, to take part
in a Physics Conference in Moscow, it was decided to hold this meetiing
in Austria, probably in Baden, et the end of Juns, This mesiting will
not issue any public statamen% and it is intended mainly as an exchangs
of views on tspical problams, between sclentists Irom the Bast and #Heatl,

It had been hoped to organize a second larger soaference

' in September, on international sclentific colleboration, It appears,

however, that several Academies of Sclence are interested ian ths
organization of this conference, and this makes it almost certain that
it would not be called until some time in 1960,

: The Committee then discussed the feasibility of convening
another conference in September on the problsm of bilological and chemical
warfare, You may have heard that this toplc came very much $o the fore
in recent months, periicularly after statements issued by 8ir Robert
Watsen Watt and Dr,Brock Chisholm, Some scientists believe that the
destiructive potentialities of biological warfare are now even grsater than
those of muclear warfare: many other scientists do not agree with this
view, #hatever is the truse position, it is certainly of the utmest
importance to have an authoritative statement om this subjecs, particularly
in view of the tight secrecy with which it 1s surrounded by the :
governments concernsd, Even if biological warfare were not a3 bad as
muclear warfare, it could be of very grest nuissnce value in warg betwean
small nations, and in the present stais of ithe world this may sesily lead
to a global eonflict,

The Conmittee made preliminary enquiries among experts in
the field of mierobiology and several of them have intimated that they
would be willing to participats in a meeting to investigats this problem,
Among those who promised to participate ars Sir Macfarlane Burnet of
Australia, one of the world's mos$ sminent experts in this field, Dp.A.J,
Rhodes of Torconto, Professor von Magmus of Copenhagsn, Profsssor A, Haddow
of London and Drs. Holmes, Rosebury and Sabin from the U,S,A, It is also
" hoped to get participants from the Sovist Union and Chlna,

The Committee felt that these provisional acceptances carry
the promise of a valusble and successful meeiing and they would like %o
go shead and call such a Conferencs, I%s purpose would bs to examine the
potentialitiea of biological and chemical warfare both =28 weapons of mzss




dsstraction and as a factor inereasing international tensions
through the possibilizies of smaller countries being capable ’
of producing guch weapons, An agsessment would be msde of the
strategic and tactical possibilitiles in warfars with bioclogical
and chemical weapons, as comparad with puclear wWeapons,

The best time appears to be next September, possibly
42%h to 19th, although the exsct dates could Dbe s1ightly altered,

: I su writing to ask you whether you would be willing
to sponsor this Conference in the same way as you have done with

the previous Pugwash conferences, Although the topic of bioclogical
warfare is somewhat different from those discussed at the previous
Conferences, it certainly comes within the framework of the

Pugwash Movement 1.8, %O deal with all consequences of science which
may affect the fate of man, It is quite probable that the
potentialities of biological warfare may radically alter the conditior
necessary for the establishment of a stable peace, It is for this

vlé

W reason that the Committee and I hope that you will give us your

§ § gupport for this Conferencs,

;6 If you accept, we would naturally like to hold it in
fg:‘ Canada, The total numbsr of perticipants would probaebly be betweern
ke 15 and 20, which mekes it a suitable gsigze for a meeting in Pugwash,

provided the time of the year does not precluds it,

I am looking forward %o having your reply. In the
meantime, I should like to sxpress our appreciation for your
magnificent help in the mass eirculation of our questionnaire to
gscientists all over the world. ‘

Please convey oy regards to Mrs, Eaton,

Yours sincerely,
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