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Russell, 2 passionately honest
man as well as a brilliantly per=

ceptive one, has continually
tried to “adjust his theories 1o
events. A visit fo Russia in 1920
greatly modified his views on
Socialism, and he was one of
_the first to see the ‘corruption
| inherent in the Comm
tem. (He didn’t we
tinted spectacles of
. Stalin’s _oppression. o
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as in reality it is philosophers.
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: were false, It has been Russell’s
eously a pair of opinions ludi- great contribution to preach the
e held ' virtues of tolerance and to de=

nounce the vices of cruelty and
bigotry when other men forgot

heart.

 He has also revived the role
of the philosopher as ‘public.
; t o

ime when acas

ic philosophy was becom:
s gly abstruse and
erote, he. deliberately Teft the

udy in order

to mag, excite
ary men about

dShr,Goa’Is '.Rédchéd' >

e e e A e Al

the great questions facing hu-
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' Like Voltaire (whom he re-
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has no malice), he has been a.
kind of intellectual *gadily on
the rump of the affluent so-
ciety, continually- agking awk-
ward questions, often answer=
ing them wrongly himself, but
always forcing men and women
to think harder by his ‘own dis-
interested passion for truth, He
hasn’t hesitated to use journal-
jsm and televison to do the kind
of thing Socrates did by walk-
“ ing and talking in the streets. of
© Athens. L
. Some have sneered at Russell
_ because he opposed the First .

World War and s@pportgd the
Second; because ‘at one moment
he advocated using the Ameri-
can advantage in nuclear wea-
pons to impose disarmament on
' Russia, and now advocates unil-
ateral disarmament. He would
reply that always he was con-
vinced as to the rightness of his :
own theories, that a man must
'act on what he believes fo be
true, and that there was some-
thing to be said for each of
these positions af the time.
He is now convinced that hu-
manity will be destroyed unless
thegGreathowe‘rs get rid of nu-
clear weapons, and that they
_can be shocked into doing this-
only by the protests of ordinary
men and women, even if it
means breaking the law, .«
These views may be wrong.
‘They certainly underrate the
“{mmense difficulties of compre-
hensive disarmament. Perhaps

"~ gitting down on the road, as he
and his “pan the bomb" follow-.
ers did in London a few days
ago, is not the ‘best way to .
secure peace. Yel Russell’s cam=
paign during the last five years

" to awaken the world to the
perils of nuclear war is certain-
1y one of the most impressive
and unselfish political actions
ever undertaken by a private
citizen, and has already had one
momentous and beneticial re-

sult.
A fea T
Russell in England and Bin-
' stein in America were together -
the founders of the “pugwash
Conference” ” of. Western = and
Russian scientists, which meets
_each year in private to discuss
the problems of nuclear war
and which was named after the
Nova  Scotia community in
which its sponsor and chief fi-
nancier, Cyrus Eaton, was born.
+Tts importance is nNow recogniz-
ed by Presidents and Premiers.
1 Mr, Kennedy and-  Mr
Khrushchev reach some agree-
ment on how to control nuclear.
weapons, they will owe some-
. thing to Pugwash and to the
frail old man with the tough
mind who doesn’t think him-=
 self too old or too busy, too im-
portant or too clever, to lead a
__protest in the streets. i
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