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A Message from Bertrand Russell on Entering Prison for Opposing Thermonuclear War
“To all, in whatever country, who are still capable of same thinking or human -feeling:- 5

“Friends:

“The populations of East and West, misled by stubborn governments in search of prestige and
by corrupt official experts bent on retaining their posts, tamely acquiesce in policies which are almost
certain to end in nuclear war. There are supposed to be two sides, each professing to stand for a
great cause. 'This is a delusion. Kennedy and Khrushehev, Adenauer and de Gaulle, Macmillan and
Gaitskell, are pursuing a common aim, the ending of human life. You, your families, your friends and
your countries are to be exterminated, by the common decision of a few brutal but powerful men. To
please these men, all the private affections, all the public hopes, all that has been achieved in art and
Lknowledge and thought, and all that might be achieved hereafter, is to be wiped out for ever. Our
ruined lifeless planet will continue for countless ages to circle aimlessly round the sunm, unredeemed
by the joys and loves, the occasional wisdom, and the power to create beauty, which have given value

to human life. Tt is for seeking to prevent this that we are in prison.”

Tar EARL RuUssELL

.;—Message issued by the 89-year old British philosopher on entering prison for 7 days (sentence

&  ment Lord Russell read in court September 12.

reduced from two months for health reasons) after he refused to “keep the peace”’ and call off his
campaign of mon-violent civil disobedience against thermonuclear war. See page three for the state-
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Reincarnation? At the opulent reception held by Marshal
Tito for the Non-Aligned in the Hotel Metropol, Belgrade’s
grandest, a Yugoslav diplomat told me that when the Rus-
sians announced they would resume nuclear testing he asked
a Soviet colleague whether Moscow would now erect 2 monu-
ment to John Foster Dulles. - All the late Secretary of State’s
favorite doctrines appear in the Soviet explanations: the need
to negotiate from a situation of strength, massive retaliation

go straight to the brink which Dulles advocated years ago in
Life Magazine. It looks like a plain case of reincarnation.
Indeed Khrushchev is living up to the idealized image of our

. (what’s all this nonsense about fallout?), resuming tests on
... the very eve of the Belgrade conference (who cares about

nouncing the Biggest Bomb Yet. (And if 100 Megatons,
why not 1,000, or even a bomb so big it does not need to
- be delivered at all: but can be detonated comfortably right at
home in the assurance that it will kill everybody this side

whose dreams of glory are one day to act just like Khrushchev.

d
$ Our New Two-Party System :

Shall We Go Khrushchevite, Too? Judging by the atmos-
phere on returning home, this is exactly what our Alsops and
Lawrences and the forces for which they speak would have
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Pentagon  tough guys: exploding bombs in the atmosphere:

. ineutrals?), ignoring. UN..resolutions. (it's -only..a: Aebatingn-;-x.,r. -
society); acting ‘unilaterally to take care  of- his -interests by -~
¢ threat of force in Berlin, and warning the world off by an- .

_of the moon?) « The Pentagon must be full of Colonels

...{with. ever more massive bombs) and that same readiness to... ...
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~ Observations To And From Belgmde

Khrushchev on Khrushchev

“It is-not difficult to imagine what would be the
consequences if any State were to resume nuclear tests
in the existing situation. The other nuclear Powers
would be compelled to follow suit.

“This would trigger off again an nnlimited race in
the testing of nuclear weapons by any Power and in
any conditions. : “

“The decision by any of the three Powers fo resume
nuclear. weapon.. tests. would.. be - difficult-.to reconcile - |
with the commitments they have assumed before all
the members of the United Nations. . . . .

“If one of the parties violates the commitments
assumed, the initiators of this violation will cover
themselves with shame, they will be branded by all
the peoples of the world.”

. —Khrushchev to the Supreme Soviet, Jan. 14, 1960.
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us-do:= At-the moment; we seem to have a neW”tW'(J;pa“r’t‘"y

system, with the country divided ‘between the Khrushchevites
who would have us follow his example, ignore neutral and
world opinion, and plunge into a new nuclear arms race,
and the anti-Khrushchevites who think it would be wiser to
look about us calmly before setting out on a collision course.
This is not a football match, and the stickers beginning to.

blossom forth, ‘‘Better dead than Red,” seem a trifle pre-
mature. ‘There’s no hurry about committing suicide. The
commentator who believes in peace has a double task. One
is of denunciation; there is no reason why the Russians should
be allowed to get away with arms race nonsense we would

~ not accept from their opposite numbers on our side. The
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; other is to try and understand what is really happemng One :

‘must observe that Khrushchev is getting results by tough
guy methods that he could not achieve since 1958 in " his

repeated attempts peacefully to get negotxatmns gomg, recog- -

nition of the Oder-Neisse line is no longer 2 polmcal un-
mentionable. The second is that we are being put in the
humiliating position of having to give in because publicly our
government has had no real position except to stand on the
status quo in Germany. This invited a showdown that must
lead to war unless one side or the other backed down. But
the German situation could not go on this way, with no real
effort at unification but no disposition to recognize division.
The way to avoid the alternatives of war or humiliation is to
take the initiative with broader proposals of our own for
Germany and Central Europe; to hold back on nuclear test-
ing (the President said only a few days ago we had an ample

Russians at the UN to accept world law and a world police
as the corollary of the total disarmament for which they
declare themselves still ready.
Khrushchev gets the greater the pressure on Kennedy to
_reply in'kind. The confrontation'is no longer in the domain
| of politics but of anthropology. As the two hordes heat
“up for battle, the leaders dare not appear too conciliatory for
fear of their own followers. The courage Kennedy admires
never met a harder test than in the need to keep cool, to size
up the opposition ‘and not to become its mere mirror image.
¥ What will we have to offer in competition with the Ru551ans
if we act exactly like they do? : :

Is the Play tbe Thing? 1 went abroad pessmusnc and
I came back more so. I saw the Bay of Naples again, and

a farewell visit. There, as later in Paris and  London, the
sense of an impending final tragedy gave pleasure an extra,
elegaic, dimension. In Geneva at the Palais des Nations I
‘»’ hung about the corridors with the other reporters outside
" the closed doors of Salle VIII where the Laotian and nuclear
conferences alternated in slow multilingual processmn the
former spent a whole afternoon while T was there in semantic
wrestle over the vaﬂous meanmgs of the Word control in

atomic arsenal) and to seize leadership by challenging the - -

The trouble is that the tougher

. the Roman Coliseum by moonhght with the tender eyes of

‘The Broken Pledge ‘ ;
“The Council of Ministers "of ‘the Soviet. Union- have
1 decided mot to resume nuclear explosions. in: the. Sowet
Union if the Western powers. do not resume the testing -
of atomic and hydrogen weapons. Only in the event
of the resumption-by them of the testing of nuclear
weapons will the Soviet Union be freed from thls self- :
imposed undertaking.” i

; ——Announced n Moscow, August 28 1959 :

English, French, Russian and Chinese; at the latter, our readl-
ness to make nuclear concessions seemed. to grow with the
feeling that these could safely be made because the Russians
- had lost all interest in 4y agreement. . I went off to Belgrade
.that same dreadful morning the kiosks carried the news that
' the Russians were resuming nuclear tests. On my way back,
after the conference of the non-aligned, I spent my last night
'~ abroad with Bertrand Russell and his Ametican-born Countess
at their tiny town house in London, to- ‘which_they- hadre-
turned from their home in Wales, expecting (rightly -as it
turned out) to go to jail three days: later -Despite the gloomy
outlook, it was a ]oyful three week tour. . -

The main impression I brought back was of the immense
vitality of the human race. Western Europe has not only
recovered from the last war but bounded ahead. On every
street in Rome, Paris and London, there was evidence of
construction and expansion; the busy, intense and pleasure-
loving crowds moved with a zest that must have been fed
by recollection of the mlsery so recently experienced in occu-
patlon and’® bombardment. © Given any political ftamework
in which it is possible for men’s labor to achieve some result,
whether under capitalism, communism or the mixed societies,
and people set to work with determination to rebuild their
Jives. It is only where they realize that the problerns are
‘not soluble in the existing political framework, .as “in. the
‘problem of war and peace between the great nation states,
that they turn hopeless and are unwilling even to ook at
the atomic abyss opening like some surreahstxc horror bemde
the normal highways of their lives.

- Bverywhere the headlines procIaImed the 1mmmer1t possx-
b1hty of war; the editorials discussed it; the radio was full
of it. But in the cafes and on the streets at the lake and sea

“First, a word of warning. If somethmg isn’t done at
once to curb the West Berliners I don’t like te think what
might happen before another two weeks have passed. Don’t
misunderstand me. Pm not excusing the East Berliners,
or rather their Communist masters. It was they who pre-
cipitated this crisis on Augst 13. But whatever they do
on their side of the “barrier is beyond our control. We
‘can’t do anything about it. But we can on our side. And
‘at the Brandenburg Gate, in the British- secfor,  we -did..

“For two days a West Berlin mob, massed ‘before the
1 Gate hurled taunts and msults ‘at the Commumst Vopos
" “(Peoples Police). "On- the ‘third day, ‘when the: Vopos_ re-

sorted to tear gas and water-guns, the’ West-Berliners- were
- ordered back half a mile or:so.and have net beén allowed
 to return. - A ‘high-. Brltlsh oﬁicer who was -there told me:
i “There was. only one word for-it—provocation.’ .. And: he
- added: ‘T'm not.going fo be dr
by a bunch of Berlin teen-agers if I can® help it.”"

“Bnt what do we find at the Friedrichstrasse crossm@
point, which the Americans control? - After supper the

A Sour Bntlsh VIEW. bf The ‘Heroes Demonstratmg in West Berhn

gged “into World Wal:_ T

— William Forrest, diplomatic correspondent, London Daily Mail, from Berlin, in its issue of August 28.
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- other night I went along to see. The Patton tank which
had been there all day with its guns trained on ‘these
Goddam Reds’ was Tumbering out, to be relieved by another
“tank for the night watch. The pavements on either: side -
were chock-a-block with onlookers and a nearby. vaeant -
bomb site was packed with a howling mob of teenage louts
pouring a stream of unprintable abuse at the Vopos
“Looking on, I wondered. These young toughs, had they i
been born .a generation sooner—wouldn’t you-have found
them. in Hitler’s  Brownshirt-army, beatmg ‘up -the - ‘dxrty
Jews"’ And these older people: on the pavement-—wh -
999 of them must have voted for Hitler, and meekly.-a
cepted, if ‘they did ot actwely support; a far more odious
dictatorship than ‘any-the world-has known ‘before or-since.
- “And these are the people whose’‘courage QwoneLynd.on iy,

;A.Tohx_qsgn& -admiration, -and: whose lives.-as he-put-it; ‘are”~
linked with those who live in every town of "Western Europe

- and the United States” Well, if we’re in the same boat”
with the West Berliners, we should ask them not to rock it.
Especially now, when we’re shooting the rapids.”




