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| Cyrus Eaton,

g By ALDEN WHITMAN |
- Protégéol First Rockefeller |
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industrialist who  strongly advocated
friendly relations with the Communist
world, died Wednesday night at his home,
Acadia Farm, near Cleveland. He was 95
yearsold. ; |

Mr. Eaton, retired board chairman of
Chessie System, Inc., was an anomaly
i among American capitalists — a conser-+
vative, profit-oriented businessman who
also urged that the United States develop
-relations with the Soviet Union and other

Communist countries. A storybook rug-
ged individualist of whom Adam Smith
might have been proud, he was a captain
of several industries, a derring-do finan-
cier moneyed beyond mere dreams of
wealth. : -

He was rugged enough not to feel
/haunted by the specter of the Soviet
Union, of the possibility of disarmament
or of Southeast Asia without American
firepower. He was, moreover, independ-
ent enough to scoff at such American
totems as the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation, the Central Intelligence Agency

Congress.

nary long and active life, the deliberate-

speaking Mr. Eaton was on intimate
terms with leading personalities in the
Soviet Union and rest of the Communist
world and frequently exchanged visits
with them. He did not, he maintained, ac-
cept them as men without flaw nor their
social system as preferable to that in the
United States. As a realist, what he did
accept, he said, was that they existed and
should be made friends with. te

Cyrus m v.mb&:. Sr., a multimillionaire I )

and the internal security committees of °

From 1957 to the close of his extraordi- -

“No man is less a Communist than I,”
Mr. Eaton declared in insisting that *“I'll
match my record as a capitalist against
any of my critics.”” In an interview for
this article he said: ‘“My chief intexgst is
working to help save capitalism and all
mankind from nuclear annihilation.,We
must either learn to live with the Commu-
nists or resign ourselves to perish with
them.”’

Mr. Eaton’s views were often less .
calmly received than they were uttered. ..
He was criticized as naive, or worse, for _.

what his critics perceived as the true na- |-

::dgwo&mnwsananmmmm:nﬂiosmaoﬁ
ward the United States. He was o:ml_
called the Soviet Union’s favorite SEB_JW
ist and described as a subversive and soft
on Communism. Responding to such
criticism, he professed profound devotion
to the United States. *‘I have a big stake'
in it,’’ he said. *“My treasure is in Amer-
ica.” ; }
Just how large that treasure might be
was a matter of speculation. His eldest]
son and namesake put it at $100 milliona '
few years ago, but others suggested that
his fortune was much more substantial .
and that the business wealth he con-
trolled could be measured in the billions.

M. Eaton maintained that peace and,
coexistence were mattérs of logic, to'

which thoughtful men should yield. “‘One
thing you can say about capitalists is that
they want to make a’profit,” he com-
' mented, adding: “There is not much to
gain if the United States spends billions a
year on armaments that ultimately will
only blow us all up. Mass destruction is in
discordance with the ethical sense of the
world, and to incite and promote the de-
struction of all our skyscrapers and mag-
nificent industrial enterprises doesn’t
make sense.” :

‘One of the Answers’.

Discussing his attitude toward Com-
munism, which he thought was here to
. stay, he said on his 81st birthday in 1974:
. “I am utterly frank when in Russia about
i the capitalist system. I try hard to con-
vince them that we don’t hate them and
want to get along.”
I think trade is one of the answers,”
he went on. ““If this country would lower

certaln trade barriers, it would have a
tremendous effect on the rest of the

world.”

The personal effort by Mr. Eaton to dis-

pel suspicions among peoples and to re-
ncnm cold-war suspcions was intensified
in the mid-1950's by a rapidly growing nu-
clear arms race between the United
States and the Soviet Union. One of the
fruits of his concern was the first Pug-
wash Conference of Nuclear Scientists in
1957. The gathering, which was attended
by men from the Western and Communist
blocs, derived its namé from its site —
Mr. Eaton’s home town, a Nova Scotia
lobster hamlet.

There has been a series of conferences,
nr._m:u. of scientists and scholars, in .uQE_H
itries around the world. The groundwork
for the two sets of American-Soviet talks
on the limitation of strategic arms has
been credited to the Pugwash series. For
his support of them and for his activity in
v&._u: of understanding between peoples
living under differing systems Mr. Eaton
received the Lenin Peace Prize in 1960. It
was one of several awards bestowed on
E.E by institutions in Communist coun-
tries. .

Critics of Mr. Eaton viewed the cordial
reception accorded to him by Communist
leaders as a sign that his hosts were using
him as a shield of respectability. Some of
the critics were disturbed because the in-

dustrialjst, while accusing American
leaders of béjng *“political and economic
ostriches”in foreign policy, found less’
fault with Soviet attitudes. . .~
His Judgment Was Questioned
Two episodes were often cited in ques-
tioning Mr. Eaton’s judgment. One was a
reception he gave in New York for Janos
Kadar, the Hungarian strongman,:
shortly after the Russians had quelled the
Hungarian uprising in 1956." The other
was a cordial meeting with Nikita S.
Khrushchev after the Soviet Prime
Minister canceled a meeting with Presi-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1960.

Mr. Eaton’s first break with political -
orthodoxy — he was an unwavering Re-
publican until 1930 — came in his support
of Franklin D. Roosevelt's Presidential

¢ campaign of 1932. “‘I realized that Hoover

or any Republican couldn’t be elected, so
1 asked my Republican friends who
among the Democrgats was the soundest
man who would save the capitalist sys-
temn, and the answer was Roosevelt,”” Mr. |
Eaton recalled in the interview. al
He remained a nominal Democrat for

the rest of his life, backing Harry S.
Truman in 1948 and lending one of his |
committées a crucial $15,000 in'the clos-
ing days of the campaign. - *
" In business, Mr. Eaton’s credentials
were impeccable free enterprise. Many
of his dealings had a buccaneer aspect,
and some financial experts thought him
wily as well as astute. In any event ,rm
built a ramified industrial empire 1::
combined assets of more than $2 billion
that included two railroads — the Chesa-
peake & Ohio and the Baltimore & Ohio;
six major steel corporations, Republic
Steel among them, and utilities, coal, iron

and other metal companies.

Mr. Eaton came on the industrial
as a protégé of John D. woOWmumnmwomwm
. whom he venerated as among the great-
est of »:518: entrepreneurs. fxnother
in his high regard was Samuel Insull, the
Middle Western utilities magnate. Al-
though Mr. Insull’s intricate holdirig com-
panies collapsed in the Depression and he
died in oEoM“G after being tried and ac-
m:::w.a on wv_.m@w of 'defrauding inves-
ors, he was a business genius rding |
to Mr. Eaton. . w tESm _
Picturing” himself as-a realist, Mr.
T ——cen a0
Eaton accepted trade unionism in the
1930’s; rather than battling the unioms, he|
recognized them and signed contracts

with them. He liked to tell about the head
of one of the steel companies who staked
his job — unsuccessfully — on the belief
that his workers would not vote for a
union. Wy g1
Those who came to know Mr. Eaton
jclosely discoveréd that behind the man of
m business legerdemain was a considerate
and courtly gentleman of unobstrusive
and impeccable manners who was well
read, quiet in speech and charming at the
dinner table. A tall, spare, erect figure,
he customarily wore a sober double-
breasted blue suit, a white shirt with a
starched collar and French ¢cuffs, and
pale blue ties. Save for cuff links, he wore
no jewelry. His hair in later years was
Arctic white, fine and neatly combed. His
well-kept hands. moved -: expréssively
when he talked, and his voice was mellow
and resonant.. N e /
. WG A )
Although Mr. Eaton had a keen and in- |
cisive eye for balance sheets and corpo-
rate reports, he also enjoyed reading his-
tory, philosophy and poetry, in'which his
library was unusually well stocked, and }
'he wrote several books himself. “Nothing |
contributés more to one’s ‘happiness in |

/| life than reading; the great poetry-that

very often expresses the happiest and

\best moments jn the life of-the poet who
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wrote it,’2. i€ said, *“Every ‘day I read
some #@Q 1 kéep “The Oxford Book of
E) ﬁmﬂ my. 225 o
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e fe ton ha 1ls of ill-

ndss 50 he took his problems to  physi-,
¢iAn At the constltation he confessed to
ming - hiigeportions’ of ‘corned” beef
b .—,swr.u_aoﬁ nightly and, on other occa-
slons, - equally. 'large helpings of finnan
héddie and smoked salmon. In addition,
he was drinking whisky plus a lot of tea
and coffee and he was also smoking. The
physician, 'aghast, put his patient on a
regimen that stressed solid meats, fruit
and water'and that forbade tea, coffee,
liquor and tobacco. , - b i

Although Mr. Eaton became a hearty
eater of steaks, he never deviated from
the régimen — except for an occasional
shot of Scotch —and he attributed his
subsequent robust health to it. Even in his
early 80’s he played tennis, rode a horse,
took a daily. walk and skied with his
grandchildren.

Mr. Eaton’s principal office was on the |
36th floor of the Terminal Tower in Cleve- |
land. Since 1912 he lived in subdued opu- |/
lence at Acadia Farms, 850 acres of roll- :
ing pasture‘and woods near Northfield. .
He took fartning seriously, specializing in |
Scotch shorthorn cattle. According to his’
!son, Cyrus Jr., he arose before 6 A.M.

dally and always checked the barns be-
fore setting off for Cleveland; 20 miles
away, and a day of moneymaking. ;
Cyrus Stephen Eaton was born in hum-
ble circumstances in' Pugwash, then a vil-
lage of 500 people, on Dec.::27, 1883. In-
0 tending to enter the Baptist ministry, he
studied at Amherst Academy and Wood-
stock College. The summer he was 17 he
visited his uncle, the Rev. Charles A.
Eaton, a Baptist divine in Cleveland. The
boy was working in a hotel when, by
chance, he was introduced to members of
his uncle’s congregation, Mr. and Mrs.
! JohnD. Rockefeller Sr. . #idg -

Something Bétter for Him to Do

When Mrs. Rockefeller learned about
Cyrus’s hotel job, she asked her husband,
‘‘Can’t you find something better for this
young man to do, John?"’ Mr. Rockefeller
said that he guessed he could and put him
to work on his Cleveland estate. Young
Eaton spent the rest of the summer as a
messenger in the private telegraph room
that Mr. -Rockefeller maintained to keep
in touch with his ventureés and as a fourth
at bridge with the Rockefellers and their
friends. : ok

(s

. plants. When he returned successful, the

Mr. Eaton with Nikita S. Khrushchev diring a trip t0 3881 in1958

In the fall, when Cyrus prepared to

leave for McMaster University . in To-
ronto for ministerial studies, Mr. woowm.“
feller sought to dissuade him. “You've
got what it takes to be successtul in busi-
ness,” he told the young man. “And in
business you have a great Suvonca@. to
benefit mankind.” R

Disregarding the advice at the time,
young Eaton worked his way through
McMaster by clerking in a store, collect-
ing delinquent bills for ‘a, physician‘and
working for Mr. Rockefeller’s Cleveland
gas company during the summers. Upon
gradustion he was a cowboy for a while in
western Canada and then returned to
Cleveland as a lay Baptist preacher. Mr.
Rockefeller kept after him, and he soon
joined the oil magnate’s entourage. '

Mr. Eaton got his business start in 1907
when Mr. Rockefeller and agroup, of
friends sent him to Manitoba-to acquire
franchises for a series of proposed power:

Panic of 1907 was on and the’ Rockefeller

““All I'did,” he reca

. asound business propositi
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group was unwilling to carry through the
venture.  Mr.’ mgﬁom:v took the . canceled
franchises, raised capital in n»jmnw and ;
built a plant at Brandon, Manitoba. It!
was far simpler than he had imagined.

Sovioto |

lled, ‘‘was to go to a

bank in Canada and show them the fran-
chise. I was honest and earnest and I had
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Consolidation and Amalgamation
The first plant was a success, so he

built others. By consolidation-and amal-

gamation he eventually set up the Conti-

nental Gas and Electric Company, with :

holdings also in the Midwestern _.5:.&.;.,.g
. N ki

States.

Soon worth $2 l::o:. Mr. Eaton kad a

partnership in Otis & Co., the Cleveland
investment bank. He settled in Cleveland
in 1913, becorning a naturalized citizen

that year. From then until 1925 he busied :
himself multiplying his interests, which
came to include steel and rubber con-:

cemn!
sound risk.
He moved inf

L

to steel i

s.-He was always willing to take a

n a big way in 1925

against the opposition of Eastern finan-

ciers, He executed his coup with theatri- |

cality after a thorough study of ‘the steel
industry and a search for a weak com-
pany to take over. He found it in the
‘Trumbull Steel Company of Warren,
Ohio, telling :the three-man committee
running the company: #‘I know you’re in
trouble and it will take $18 million to get
you'on your feet. Here’s my check.” >

'{"'That .was exactly what the committee
“had calculated .that it required, but the

members did not know Mr. Eaton, and

- his willingness to take control of the com-
' pany seemed ., suspect. -His: check was

challenged, 'so he told them to telephone
the Cleveland Trust Company. They did
and Mr. Eatonwasinsteel; ~ . '
% . /AHandld Republic Steel ©-
. Once in, he ‘expanded his control and
helped bring.about the formation of Re-
public Steel.*He also dcquired iron hold-
ings through the Cliffs Corporatjon and
bought jnto, the Goodyear,‘Firestone and
United States Rubber, . ": Lo
When the stock market crashed in 1929
:Mr. Eaton lost '$100 million. ‘‘When he
came in to settle up,” his broker recalled,

. “he signed his check-with only one com-

‘ment: ‘Tomorrow is another day.”. "
By 1933 Mr. Eaton was virtually broke
when the Chase National Bank auctioned
off his collateral after a costly and titanic
court fight to block an attempt by Bethle-
hem Steel to merge with Youngstown

-Sheet and Tube. By 1942 he'Wds back in

the chips’ with-some’ timely assistance |
from John L. Lewis, the mine workers’
leader, "and” was’ dealing* with more
aplomb than ever. The help was in the
form of substantial ‘stock purchases ‘in
Eaton enterprises by the union" pension
fund. : Needing capital, Mr. ‘Eaton per- |

‘suaded Mr. Lewis, with whom He was

friendly in labor relations, to turn a profit
by investing. . : ¢ i
- The dealings with the miners’ fund led
to some sharp questioning by a Congres-
sional committee. It was brought out that
some money.went to the purchase of a
coal mine that fatled and that Mr. Eaton
had enjoyed interest-free use of part of
the money. The quid pro quo for Mr.
Lewis was unionization of that and other
mines. ., » . . ot
-Ultimately, with' another friend, Rob-
ert' R. Young, a railrgad magnate, Mr;

..Eaton was able to buy into’thé Chesa-

peake & Ohio Railway; then he ventured

into mining Kentucky:coal and Ohio and :
Ontario iron. There were also sidelines in |
Great Lakes shipping, paint and the own- |
ership ofa billion tons of iron reserves in.
Quebec. At one time he sat on the boards '
of 40 corporations, in'all of which he had, |

hessaid, substantial holdings, !

?N&ﬂ?ﬁéngo.

In' business dealingsMr.x:Eator fre-
quently inveighed agiinst. Wall Street:
and Eastern financjal, intérests,. With!|

{{ these hedealt at arms” leigth through his |

Cleveland-based -investment” house, .Otis

& Co: ‘The coficern, in which Mr. Eatin

Msnu a'stockholder, was involved in 1948in
reaking an lagreement to underwrite

Stock of the Kaiser:Frazer Corporation.

* -Although it ishighly unusual {6r arf'un- .

| derwriter to walk out, Mr.:Eatorf ordered-

the/step. In justification afterward:he
contended ch.ﬁ.a.uﬂ.mgm. W.wn..,,.,Q,
represented its eamings and’ that.Otis

would have been' subject to ‘civil-and .

criminal risks if hé had delivered Kaiser-'

Frazer securities to.investors. The case

went through-the courts, ending-'in 1952

with a ruling by the United States rt

of Appeals that vindicatéd Otis and Mr.

Eaton. .7 o] 0 VR

_ At his death Mr. Eaton was chairman

{ of the board and director of .thé;Chesa-
peake & Ohio, the Detroit Steel Corpora-
tion and Steep Rock Iron Mines, Ltd., and
a director of the Baltimore & Ohio Rail-

; road, the Cleveland-Cliffs Iron Company,

. the Kansas City Power & Light Company
and the Sherwin-Williams Company. He
was also owner anll operator:’of: Acadia

| Farms and Deep Cove Farms

in Upper Blandford, Nova S

3 Rt e o A A W

The Nova Scota: farm
spread on Mahone Bay, €
home. Mr. Eaton raised,prized.cattle
there, and he took an interest in the prov-
ince's economic ‘development.: Through
his late 80’s he liked to walk about his'do-,
main with the aid of a'cane and galk to his
cattle, many of sﬂgwmg.&ﬁm@ﬂ. i
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After Pugrash, Publeioties, " |

With the »&.&w &.Eo..wzﬁu ‘ageMr.
Eaton grew deeply concerned overithe
world’s future, and in a mﬁv&&@ﬂ%%?
gether scholars and intellectuals from di-
verse countries for frank discussion he

ers’lodge” for them. ' :
As one consequence of licity
that came from :the :Pugwash®.confer-
ences, be was interviewedon television in
1958 by Mike Wallace of CBS.During the
program Mr. Eaton criticizéd the F.B.1.,
calling it ““ene of the scores of agencies in-
the United States engaged in investigat-
ing, in snooping, informing, in creeping |




up on voovﬂ »mm imw 6832_% a__gom.
naed by the’ ~Compittee on Ui

American’Aétvities’to QE&_._,EBS:..

but. the:sul vogm was never, mmncma and
the  flurry'died down.

Another conisequencé’ ‘was Mr. Eafon’s
:an visit to the Soviet Union as a guest of
the Sovikt:Governmeént. There followed
many Visits, in'all of which he conferred
at Jength with the Soviet leaders. One re-
sult of the first meeting was an invitation

8_3..:5:,&_-93 o' visit the United

States. Mr, Eaton's ‘meetings with Mr.’

5.3%33.. especially an informal one
that took place in Paris in'1960, disturbed
some in the United States. <

" Soviet official visitors: to 'the United

States, among them Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Anastas:l.. Mikoyan, often called on
Mr. .Eaton at his farm. Since 1955 Mr.
Eaton:sent ;some of his prize cattle to
Soviet'farms, and.in recognition of this
the; Soviet. Government - gave him a
troika,a 53?3—«0&83 53 he mNEv.
:3:2:8:? s, e

nw:_@ Sold Sx__m&m._m SN

i noavmaﬁ E which Mr. Eaton was as-

sociated sold.products in Eastern Eu-
rope, and Mr.’Eaton, in his role as a

farmer; sold v.dm&n« cattle to'the Soviet,

Union— for cash. Members of his family,
in association with Rockefeller interests,

built:hotels in Prague, Budapest, Bucha-
rest »_.a Warsaw, the financirig being ar:
Eam& throligh a Swiss subsidiary.

. A spokesman for the family said yes-
terday that Mr. Eaton, who had been in
poor health-for some time, died at 9:05
P.M. Wednesday. His %8.& wife, the
| former Anne Kinder Jones, was with him.

i) . T T
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later at Deep'Cove m»ﬁ:m. w&ﬁ& he wil}:

be biiried.

. The family delayed wn:ognsm his
death until a son, CyrusS. Eaton Jr., who
was traveling in China, oo,c_n be :2::&
Surviving Mr. Eaton, in addition to his
wife and son Cyrus Jr,, are another son,

-Dr.. MacPherson, Eaton o?.éo:ms:o.

Nova'.Scotia; three daughters, Mary
Eaton Le Fevre of Cleveland; :Anna B.

EAton of. London, Ontario, .dnd -Farlee
Eaton Hume of Nova ,Scotia; astep-
daughter, Alice Jones.Gulick; a sister,
Alice Eaton Woodworth of Palm Beach;

15 grandchildren, among them Fox But-
terfield of The New York Times, and 10
great-grandchildren. = | .

Mr. Eaton’s first wife was ‘Smnmm_dﬁ
House, from whom he was divorced in
1934 after 27 years of marriagé and seven
children, two of whom are dead. He mar-
ried Anne Kinder Jones int 1937, when he
was 54 and she 35. A former nnmo_a_, she
had been confined to a wheelchair with
‘poliomyelitis since 1946, but she traveled
m<oJ§.=m3 withher ::mgaa.

My, mm”o:, active in REQ:Q_& Ea
civic affairs, was a trustee of the Univer-

sity of Chicago, Denison University and

the Harry S. Truman Library. He was co-
founder and trustee of the Cleveland Mu-
seum of Natural History and a'tnember of
the American Council of Léarned'Soci-
eties, the American Historical Associa-
tion, 'the American Philosophical Associ-
m:cs and the American Academy of

Political and Social Sciences. He was also |
afellow of the >Bm:nw= >omnm~=w of Arts !

and Sciences.

Cyrus S. m»s: m_.. _= Em 538 E .—,m:uim_ Hose,. o_mﬁ_gﬁ in1973




