Lies in Nixon's November 3rd Speech on Vietnam Policy

A. Origins of war
1. Nixon's facts
"Fifteen yéar; ago, N. Vietnam, with the logistical
support of Communist China and the Soviet Union launched

a campaign to impose a Communist victory on South Vietnam

by instigating and supporting a revolution.
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"In response to the request of the Government of
S. Vietnam, President Eisenhower sent economic aid and

military equipment . . ., . v

2. Facts of record
a. 15-1/2 years ago, .just before the end of the

Vietnamese war with France, Nixon was urging

N

Eisenhower to ''put our boys' into Indochina in support
of the French: the Radford plan for sending American
planes to defend Dien Bien Phy by massive air strikes.

b. Fifteen years ago, the exodus of the Vietminh guerrillas
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and regulars from South Vietnam began, in accordance

Bl

with the Geneva Agreements. About 80,000 went North
in 1954 alone. By the middle of May 1955, the last units
of the Vietnam People's Army left South Vietnam.

c. Chinese and Russian support was not extended to
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North Vietnam until 1959 and 1960.
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B. The Nixon-Ho letters of last summer
1. Nixon's facts
a. His letter to Ho Chi Minh was an initiative for peace.
b. Ho Chi Minh "flatly rejected my initiative."
2. Facts of record

REW™
a. Nixon's letter contained no initiative. "My speech

N
on May 14 laid out a proposal which I believe is fair .
""We stand ready to discuss other programs as well,
specifically the l'O-point program of the N.L.F."
b. Ho's letter in reply did not reject any initiative, was

conciliatory, and contained negotiable concessions. (See

speech by Ed. Muskie, Senate, Nov. 7th.)
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"The over-all solution in 10 points of the National
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Liberation Front of South Vietnam . . . is a logical and

reasonable basis for . . . settlement. . . . " (not, ''the
only correct basis, as specified earlier -- this is a

concession leaving the matter open to negotiation. )
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"The United States must . . . respect the right of the

population of the South . . . to dispose of themselves. "
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(an agreement with Nixon's own stand)

"With goodwill on both sides, we might arrive at
common efforts in view of finding a correct solution of

the Vietnamese problem."
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WSincerely

(extremely conciliatory. )



C. The Massacre of civilians by the NLF at Hue

1. Nixon's facts

'"We saw a prelude of what would happen in South

Vietnam (if we withdrew) when the Communists entered
the city of Hue last vear. During their brief rule there,
there was a bloody reign of terror in which 3,000 civilians
were clubbed, shot to death, and buried in mass graves."
2. Facts of record

a. Inthe American assault to retake Hue within a

month after NLF occupation, 80% of the buildings

were demolished, 2,000 civilians were killed, and

¥

looting (particularly by ARVN troops) was widespread.
American & ARVN forces rendered 3/4 of the people

| homeless. (Townsend Hoopes)
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b. "The Americans pounded the Citadel and surrounding
_____ : city almost to dust with air strikes, napalm runs,

artillery and naval gunfire . . . . The mind reels at

. the carnage, cost, and ruthlessness of it all." (David
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Douglas Duncan, combat photographer quoted by Hoopes)
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c. Reliability of reports of massacre and torture.

During February and March, reports proliferated of

mass graves, of peofgle buriec@{alive, and/okr;mutila.t)ed.
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The most valuable repoftg‘c‘éirﬁé from Stewart Harris,
i

It was published in t'he London Times (March 27, 1968).
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