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Eaton to be
honored for
revitalizing
shoreline

By JOHN GEIGER
Keynoter Staff Writer

A short stretch of revitalized
oceanside beach at mile marker 73
will soon be dedicated to a “strong,
unassuming woman" who lived on
Lower Matecumbe Key.

A bronze plaque dedicating the
park to Anne Eaton will soon stand
by the entrance of what has
already been termed Anne’s Beach.

Monroe County now maintains
the stretch of land, several hundred
yards long, that abuts the ocean
and U.S. 1. just north of the
Channel 2 Bridge.

Eaton spent hundreds of hours
working to find out who owned the
land, cleaning it up and protecting
its future. She was also suffering
from polio, and was confined to a
wheelchair during the battle. She
died in 1992,

“She was the matriarch of that
beach,” said Bill Stevens, presi-
dent of the Matecumbe Citizens
Association. “She spearheaded the
drive to turn a rough area into a
diamond in the rough.”

The area once resembled a junk
yard more than a place to frolic.

Now it’s a pristine white sandy
beach, where children and adults
swim in clear waters near man-
grove islands. A boardwalk, dotted
with wooden gazebos, winds
through a mangrove tidal flat. A
sign at the park’s entrance wel-
comes visitors to “The Conch
Republic.” Admission is free.

The bronze sign will be erected
at that site. It will read: “Anne’s
Beach. To commemorate our
recognition of Anne Eaton who
lived on this island for many years
and dedicated herself to maintain-
ing the beauty and serenity of
these Keys. Anne helped bring this

-

park to life.”

The sign also will bear the
names of the current county com-
missioners. ;

Eaton was the wife of industri-
alist Cyrus Eaton. Both came from
the Cleveland area before settling
in the Keys year ‘round.

“She wanted to preserve a little
bit of the history of the Keys,” said
Jay Miller, an Islamorada Realtor
who was a friend of Eaton. “She
was quite a gal.”

Those who helped get the beach
dedicated to Eaton’s memory said
the simple name Anne’s Beach
described her informal, yet some-
times forceful, personality.

“She was unassuming,” said
tormer County Commissioner John
Stormont.

Added Miller, “But when you
said "Anne,” everyone knew who
you were talking about.”

The county is planning a dedi-
cation ceremony for later this
month, although no dat=* ~

been set. = UEm——




